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The Adventures of Tom Sawyer __

Synopsis by Diana Leeson
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“Oh, they just have a bully
time—take ships. and burn them,
and get the money and bury it in
awful places in their island where
there's ghosts and things to walch
it, and kill everybody in the ships—
make 'emwalk a plank . . . they

don't kill the women—theay're too
notle. And the women's always
beautiiul, too.”

—Chapter 13
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As anather summer beging in the
poor riverside town of St Petersburg,
the days stretch ahead, full of promise.’
Young Tom Sawyer and his friends spend
their spare lime playing “lreacherous”
pirates” of the Mississippi,” or hiding in
the woods at the edge of town.
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The peopla of 1840 Missouri are a
superstitious’ group, and Tom and his
friends are no exception, After hearing
of a magical cure for warts, Tom and his
best friend, Huckleberry Finn, head for
the graveyard.”

The bays are lying in waitl’ for the
spirits that make warts disappear when
suddenly Injun Joe (a parl Mative-
Amearican man known for his criminal
ways), Muff Fotter (a hopeless drunk),

B e @ TRRCK O



and young Doc Robinson arrive, The
three men are clearly up to no good,”
robbing a grave. A fight breaks out, and
ends with Injun Joe stabbing the young
doctor in the chest.

ey @ N
Tom and Huck are astonished” to
realize they have witnessed” a murder,
But before they can summon the nerve to
come forward, Muff Potter is blamed ™ for
the crime.

Tarn, Huck, and their good friend Joe
Harper (who is running away from home
for being unfairky punished) decide to
hide out They stay on a small island in
the middle of the Mississippi while they
plan their next step.
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As the senvice proceeded, the
clergyman drew such pictures of
the graces, the winning ways, and
the rare promise of the lost lads,
that every soul there, thinking he
recognized these pictures, felt a
pang in remembernng that he had

persistently blinded himsell to
them always before, and had as
persistently seen only faults and
flaws in the poor boys.

—(Chaplar 18
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While the boys swim, hike, and play
pirates in their new camp, theair families
are brokenhearted."” The boys' raft™ was
found on the shore a few miles away,
wilh reo sign of Torm, Huck, or Joe. Their
families assume” the worst.

Tom sneaks' home 1o gather more
camp supplies, and discovers that a
funeral” is being held in their honor. He
hurries to tell Huck and Joe, and after a
lengthy'® debate, they decide to return to
St Petersburg. While family and friends
speak fondly of the boys, the guests of
honor suddenly appear in the church
doorway, soaking wet'” fram their swim
across the river.

The summer winds dc:nwn,“ and it
is time for the trial of Muff Potter. Tom
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Sawyer testifies” about what he saw,
declaring Potler an innocent man. Tom
paints the finger at Injun Joe, who leaps
out the courthouse™ window to freedom.
Tom is declared a hero, but he lacks the
spirit lo celebrate because he worries
that Injun Joe will relurn o get him.

A few days later, while exploring a
deserted building, Tom and Huck spy
Injun Joe and a friend, in disguise.” As
they watch the men counting buried
treasure, the boys imagine what life would
be like if only they could get their hands

on the loot™




DRI EI R  RILTICTE0RR -
REFIEE ALY T - fEFIES SEM S R R AR
#3 - IFREE - G ARENRE - mANSERT
BRI -

- ﬂ o

BEHERE SRS RERHDESHRAR -
SRS PSR E R T - iR RS IIGIRI0G -
ATEE R AT - IR E DRSS - ERTREN
D REEERATE - BN ERMEIREREMN
O 2R L THABZEIMESRT -

HORE « SFEE - SO eE T - B - &
AHEEAFISEATE FIg0 SN - B EmED « (e
FREEEEE AR » MRRIEERENEFRNEEEN
FE » TRMIRE TR AR R IEE « SR T AR R
EARithioElER AR S e -

R - FREEHI0G R — AR A R RS - 8
I5EHR T SIS DT A IR A —RRAAT « BRI
EERA N EE R - REEEOERDY  FR
AR iP—1TE82 - ARARFMDEIE TS N SIS -

M o5
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Tom was a glittering hero once
mare—the pet of the old, the envy
of the young. His name even went
into immortal print, for the village
paper magnified him. There were
some that believed he would
be Presicdent, vel, if he escaped

hanging.

—Chaplar 25
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It's the day of the annual™ church
picnic. After the meal, the children head
off to explore an old cave. Tom and his
sweelhearl Becky take a wrong rn and
gel lostin one of the dark lunnels. The
townsfolk™ search for them for three days
and begin to lose heart.™

Meanwhile, Tom keeps Becky's spirits
up as they wander through the cave,
looking for a way out. They come upon
Injun Joe looking for a place o bury
treasure. Luckily, he doesn't see them.

Tom finally sees a beam™ of daylight
r:u:mirbgr’T into the darkness of the cave
and follows it to freedom. Family and
friends rejoice™ at the children's safe
return, and the entrance to the cave is
sealed to prevent further tragedy.
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When Tom gathers the strength to
talk, he reveals that Injun Joe is in the
cave. The news spreads, and a dozen
men gather at the sealed cave door.
When it is opened, they find Injun Joe,
who died trying lo escape.

But all's well that ends well, as they
say. Tom and Huck crawl back into the
cave to recover the gold that Injun Joe
had buried. Twelve thousand dollars is
enough to change their lives forever.

It was a surmmer of adventure maore
adventure than even the "treacherous
pirates” could have imagined.
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A fight breaks out, and ends with

Injun Joe stabbing the young doctor

in the chest.
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