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ports play an important role in most

young people’s lives. This is true
whether the young people are talented
players or just a group of friends staying
active in their backyards. It is also true for
sick children who are unable to participate
in sports like they’'d like to because being
able to play sports represents becoming
healthy and overcoming their problem.

ESPN, in conjunction’ with the Make-
A-Wish Foundation @, helps these children
with various illnesses turn their sports
dreams into reality. Fulfilling these dreams
usually means inviting them to be part of
a team for a day or giving them time with
their favorite sports star. Their experiences
become memories to be treasured forever,
and it would be hard to find someone not
touched by the excited taces of the children
chosen to participate in the program.
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Kyle Byrd, an Arizona native, was less
than a year old when he was diagnosed®
with spinal muscular atrophy. The typical
ife expectancy for those with the iliness
is just two years, but Kyle has beaten the
odds and is six years old now. Influenced
by his parents who got engaged at Chase
Field, Kyle loves the Arizona Diamondbacks.
Despite having weak arms, Kyle still dreams
of becoming a Major League baseball
player and smacking home runs.

When he was chosen to participate in
the Make-A-Wish program, all he wanted
to do was join the D’Backs, so that’s what
he got to do. He spent the day on the field
playing catch and doing batting practice
with players such as Paul Goldschmidt and
Aaron Hill. He even got to throw out the
ceremonial’ first pitch! Kyle got to be a
real baseball player, just like he had always
dreamed of.
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* He didn‘t come to work today due to illness.
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» Nick Swisher was engaged to actress Joanna
Garcia.
Nick Swisher 24&# Joanna Garcia §J4& T ©

» David Ortiz was engaged as a spokesperson for a
charity that supported children in need.

David Ortiz 2EEEFRENINE @ IFTEFREFRIEE -
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GOING INTO EXTRA INNINGS s

ROBERTO CLEMENTE AWARD

AEREEE 1971 T #E%32AY Roberto Clemente
Award * BF R ZEKFE FHIK—BAE @ HEGENEZR
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“You think of Roberto Clemente and how little | know
him, but how much he’s impacted my life.”

"#83F Roberto Clemente @ FR¥HMR{TEEERE -
HIFEFEMEHFIEAETEATE - |
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( after a ceremony )

( HjiciERE )

R : Reporter A : Andrew

R

Andrew, congratulations on

winning the Roberto Clemente
Award. How does it feel?

ZTHE  FX=1REE Roberto Clemente
A% {RBE{TRERAR?

It means a lot to me. The award is A
named after’ the kindest baseball

player of all time. I'm honored to

receive this award.

EHHRAESRER EEEIRELE L
R BZOREIKE Fien s BELEEZRIA
R EIFEE IR -

What are some of the things that
baseball and you have done to help
In your community?
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