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Overview of the

Listening Test

FORMAT

* The Listening Module takes about 30 minutes to complete.

« At the end, candidates are allowed 10 minutes to transfer
answers to an answer sheet.

* The Listening Module is the same for both the Academic and
General Training versions of the test.

* There are 4 sections, each with 10 questions.
* Each section has one or more of various task types.
* The test gets progressively more difficult.
* All instructions are printed on the question booklet.
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AUDIO RECORDING

* You will hear a variety of accents (e.g., British, American, Australian).

* Answer the questions as you listen, because the recording is played
once only.

* Some time is allowed during the recording to preview the questions.

* Answers are in the same order as the information on the recording.

* If you missed an answer, guess_. because wmng answers are not penalised.
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MARKING

* A mark is given for each correct answer,
* Answers can be written in either upper or lower case; both are acceptable.
* The use of punctuation, like commas, hyphens or apostrophes in answers,

is not necessary.

¢ Spelling is important. A spelling mistake counts as a wrong answer.

* Both American and British English spelling are accepted, but be consistent.
* A hyphenated word (e.g., absent-minded) counts as one word.

Grammar is important (e.g., if you write a singular instead of a plura noun, it
counts as a wrong answer).

* Write answers clearly. lllegible handwriting will result in a wrong answer.

Word limits set in the instructions need to be observed, otherwise answers
will automatically be marked incorrect.
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Advice for Chinese-speaking Candidates

When you receive the Listening Test booklet, do not immediately open
it. Do not open it until you are instructed to do so, otherwise it can
beconsidered a breach of 1ELTS test rules.
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WHAT TO EXPECT

* Section 1 deals with social needs and everyday topics.

* It consists of a conversation or interview between two people.

* It is important to listen for specific information (e.g., names, numbers,
common objects, places).

= At the beginning of this section, there is an example which you will hear
repeated.

* You will also have time to read thmugh the questions.
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TASK TYPE 1: FORM COMPLETION

» Fill in the gaps on a form.

* The instructions tell you how many words and/or numbers you can use.

= Writing more than the stated number of words counts as a wrong answer.
* Write the exact words you hear on the recording.

* Listen for names of people or places (which will be spelt for you).

* Listen for other specific information (e.g., dates, times, measurements).
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ACTIVITY 1

SPELLING

Familiarise yourself with the letters of the alphabet and practise the
ones that cause difficulty for you (e.g., i and ‘e’; ‘g’ and 'j').
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@, @I 1-1 Listen and repeat the letters of the alphabet.
@D 1-2 Listen and write down the groups of letters you hear.
3.
4. .

d @I 1-3 Listen and fill in the gaps with the words that are spelt out on
the recording.
1.Mame: Suzanne .
2. Address: 139 s g G
3 TOWNE s
4. Company: ... Publishing House
5. Website: www, com

Advice for Chi king Candidat

Be careful when listening to spelling in the Listening Test. For
instance, some candidates confuse a ‘w’ for ‘uu’. Double-check
your spellmg in the transfer time to ldentlfy errors of this kind.
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NUMBERS

Mumbers occur in many different forms (e.g., street numbers, phone
numbers', prices’, dates’, times, or measurements’ ). Sometimes
there is a combination of letters and numbers, as in a passport, a car
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registration, or the serial number of an appliance.
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Note ©
The 0 in phone numbers may be
pronounced as ‘oh’ or ‘zero'.
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Note @

Learn to write the symbols for pound
(£), dollar ($) and euro (€) - if the
symbol is not given on the paper, you
will have to write it as part of your
answer. Note also: If you hear ‘nine
pounds fifty’, you write £9.50; ‘five
euros forty-five’ = ‘€ 5.45"; ‘two dollars
twenty’ = '$2.20', etc.
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Note ©

There are different ways of writing
the date: both American and British
English styles are accepted. ‘The
thirtieth of November' = ‘30th
November' or ‘30 November’ or
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/ kilograms or 50 kg; 100 metres
/ meters or 100 m; 42 kilometres /
' kilometres or 42 km).

| ‘November 30(thy".
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Q{ 1-4 Listen and fill in the gaps with the numbers you hear.
1. Date of departure:
2. Roomnumber: ...
3. Pricepernight: ... .
4. Extras: Breakf, per day
5. Storage for case: ... in weight
6. Late check-out time: ...

TASK TYPE 2: SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS

* Read a question to which you have to write a short answer.

* The instructions tell you how many words and/or numbers you can use.

* Sometimes, the question asks you to list 2 or 3 points (for one mark).

* You will listen for concrete facts and specific information.

= Before you listen, use the question words (who, where, why, etc.) to
predict possible answers — this will help you recognise the answer when
you hear it.
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ACTIVITY 2

Q{ Listen and answer the questions below. Write NO MORE THAN THREE
WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER for each answer.

1. What colour is the car?
2. What time did the owner park the car?
3. Where was the owner when the carwasstolen?
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TEST PRACTICE

On the next page is a sample Listening Section 1. You will practise form
completion and short answer tasks. Other task types are possible in this
section of the test.

* This is the first section and also the easiest. You should be able to get
a high score on this section - it is important to be relaxed and calm so
that you don’t miss any answers. Practise some deep breathing or other
relaxation exercises that you can use on exam day to help you settle |
quickly. '
Listen to the introduction (which sets the scene) and use the time given |
to look at the first set of questions. You are then less likely to miss an |
answer. |
It is important to keep up with the recording. If you do miss an answer,
don't stop. Move on to the next question. Later you can guess an answer
for the missed one.
Part-way through Section 1, time will be given for you to look at the next |
set of questions. |
At the end of Section 1, you will be given time to check your answers.
Use this time wisely — check spelling, words that may need final 's’, and
make guesses if you have to. There is no penalty for a wrong answer. [
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