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TRACK

Listening comprehension goes much deeper than knowing
the meaning and pronunciation of individual words. It also
involves understanding how those individual words are
articulated when they come together to form phrases and
sentences, Often, the difficulty of understanding spoken English
lies in the way certain sounds might be muted, emphasized,
contracted, or elongated when combined with other sounds.
Learning to detect such subtle features of pronunciation
can help you improve your level of English comprehension.
Furthermore, you'll be able to develop a more natural accent
and collocation of words in your own spoken English.
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1. Sound Linking & ﬁﬁzﬁﬁ

Sound linking, which is very common in spoken English,
is the merging of two or more words so that they sound like
one word. Because of such linking, words spoken in a phrase
or sentence won't always sound the same as when they're said
individually,

BEERENERRELA - BEMamin tesEFmeMiEare—ma
F o HRTFCEENRE - Fisa PR EFERERT IR IR
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There are two ways to link sounds. In the first, a consonant

sound links to a vowel sound. This is known as a liaison.
BEERBALN - EF B - FEEEHE - Z1HA liaison (GEF) -

| saw /a rundian restaura nﬁrﬂund the corner.
HEBERER—MENEEE -

The church was hui[!:j_l hundred yea rs ago.
PR At — S W -

The second way involves the linking of two vowel sounds or
two consonant sounds that sound the same or similar to each
other. Such linking is naturally done to avoid pauses or extra
syllables between words,
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Parkour is both a' training discipline and a“ sport. It
Mt St
uses movements 1o ¢ overcome’ obstacles, both physically

and mentally.
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1. both FFE I th HIEH a ZE1EH— [bob]

2 and FRTEJNEE a BT — [ands]

3. BERERFSESHSAEE WG AR EEESEERLL
Bz [u] + RS [w] 9 E — [gugve'kam]
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The only light that camne in’ was daylight through
‘!:he§|_L=:-__l:_||::~|:m=.-r2 windows. And, of course, being the pope’s
private chapel, far fewer people came through here as well . ..
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1. Conjunction #E#5
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.__________'____________________________________________________.

— both...and...- either...or... - neither...nor...
: notonly...butalso..

O o e ——

- ' as - after - as soon as - before every time - since -
741 until/till - when - while ~ whenever
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_________________________________________________________________

& TR ' as - because - now that - since - s0 - s0. that...
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# @ - ¢ although - (even) though - whether (or n{:nt_’]

5 o + whereas - while

_________________________________________________________________
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And you can always do an open-faced sandwich
since it has such a thick bun. Just take the top off, and
then you can eat it that way.
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Although royal protocels have relaxed in recent years,

tradition does still dictate that guests follow the Queen's
lead. So, you don't speak to her until she's spoken to you,
you don't sit until she's sat first, and you don't start eating
until she's started,
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. What does "neutrality” refer to in the phrase "net

neutrality?”

@ The thing that makes the Internet necessary

@ Regulations that control what information is found
on the Internet

® A set of rules to prevent speed traps on the
Internet

@ A way to make sure that the Internet always stays
the same

. Why have some Internet companies spent millions in

lobbying money?

@ They want to increase the speed with which
customers can access certain websites.

@ They want the government to have more control
over companies like Facebook and Netflix.

® Because those Internet companies want to
promote net neutrality

@ Because those companies want to get rid of net
neutrality
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What is net neutrality?’ It has nothing to do with a

:‘* volleyball or a tennis court. The net refers to” the Internet—
1 something that’s become as necessary as water and power for
" maost of us. The neutrality part is about keeping the net the
E way it is today. It's a set of rules the FCC approved in 2010 to
? prevent speed traps on the information superhighway’—in
g other words, speeding up access’ to some sites and slowing
L down access to others or blocking® certain sites entirely. So,

are these rules a bad thing? It depends® who you ask. The
companies that deliver your Internet, like Comcast, Verizon,
and AT&T, have spent millions in !Ublgzing? money to get
rid of net neutrality, arguing that having the government

micromanage” their business is not good for them or their

consumers. On the other side are Internet giants” like Facebook
and Google, streaming services like Netflix, and President
Obama. They all argue the Internet is a public good and should

be regulated” like one. 77
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